Temple University 
FMA 0843 - 006 


Race and Ethnicity in the Cinematic Arts 


GenEd Area: Race & Diversity (GD) 

Instructor Name: Christopher Fernando 

TU Email Address: chrisfernando@temple.edu 
Office Hours: By Appointment 3pm Wednesday 
Office Location: Annenberg Atrium 

Class Location: Tuttleman Learning Center 304 
Class Days and Times: M/W/F 4:00pm-4:50pm 
CRN: 25230 


Movies, cinematic arts, episodic narrative, and media arts have played a central role in how we 
understand diverse racial and ethnic identities. The course will study Hollywood as well as more 
recent streaming studios such as Amazon and Netflix as they engage in evolving portrayals of 
African American, Indigenous, Asian American, South American and Mexican descent, Italian 
American identities and more. From early cinema to the present the course will ask critical 
questions such as: How are stereotypes built upon century-old cinematic and moving image 
traditions and how are they functioning still today? What cinematic representations of "self" 
have creators from marginalized racial and ethnic groups developed as a source of engagement 
and resistance to mainstream commercial views? How do diverse racial and ethnic cinematic 
representations intersect with gender, class, sexual orientation, religion, disability, and age? The 
course will trace the impact of racism throughout the history of cinematic arts as well as provide 
opportunities for group discussion to share personal experiences with diversity through viewing, 
researching, and critiquing cinematic and media arts. Note: Prior to Fall 2023, this course was 
titled "Race and Ethnicity in American Cinema." NOTE: This course fulfills the Race & Diversity 
(GD) requirement for students under GenEd and Studies in Race (RS) for students under Core. 
Students cannot receive credit for this course if they have successfully completed FMA 0943. 
Credit Hours: 3.000 


Common Course Learning Outcomes - Race & Diversity (GD) 

Requirement: One 3-credit hour course. 

Race & Diversity courses develop a sophisticated understanding of race and racism as dynamic concepts, 
pointing to the ways in which race intersects with other group identifications such as gender, class, 
ethnicity, religion, age, sexual orientation or disability. 

Race & Diversity courses are intended to teach students how to: 


° Recognize the ways in which race intersects with other group identifications or ascriptions, 
including gender, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, disability, age; 

° Understand the relationships among diversity, justice and power; 

° Explore what it means for individuals and institutions to exist in a multi-racial, multi-cultural 
world; 

° Investigate the various forms race and racism has taken in different places and times; and 

° Discuss race matters with diverse others in relation to personal experience. 
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Required Course Materials and Estimated Costs of the Course 

Course content will be provided online through Canvas. One or more outside screening 
opportunities costing $10-15 may be offered. This course has no required course materials that 
must be purchased 


Course Texts In-class Screenings 


Title City or Region Year Director 
A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night Bad City / CA Desert 2014 Ana Lily Amirpour 
Before Sunrise Vienna, Austria 1995 Richard Linklater 
Chungking Express Hong Kong 1994 Wong Kar-Wai 
Nobody’s Business USA / Europe 1996 Alan Berliner 
Moonlight Miami, FL 2016 Barry Jenkins 
Everything Everywhere All at Once Global Cities 2022 The Daniels 
Polite Society London 2023 Nida Manzoor 
The Host Seoul, South Korea 2006 Bong Joon-Ho 
Pan’s Labyrinth Spain 2006 Guillermo del Toro 
Sorry To Bother You Oakland, CA 2018 Boots Riley 
District 9 Johannesburg, South Africa 2009 Neill Blomkamp 
Nope Agua Dulce, CA 2022 Jordan Peele 
The Shining Colorado Rockies 1980 Stanley Kubrick 
The Big Lebowski Los Angeles, CA 1998 Joel Coen 


Course Expectations, Requirements, and Grading 


Expectations for Class Conduct 

My expectation is that you will engage with the films in this course with the same rigor as if they were literature or 
serious art. Go beyond liking or not liking a film to discover what makes it work, how it explores the culture 
depicted and how it details themes and topics we discuss. Ideally, this class feels like traveling the world through 
films. My hope is that this course inspires you to continue exploring world cinema in the years ahead. 


Use a notebook and pencil/pen to jot down details from the film while watching. Our class will be examining how 
themes and elements from the film detail the linking of cultures. You will find it helpful to make notes during and 
after screenings for details you could use in film responses and papers. 

| want all our students to have the best experience possible and to be able to enjoy the films during screenings 
without distractions. Please be on time to class, don’t use phones or computers during class and don’t pack up your 
bag until the movie has been stopped. If you need to use the restroom or get up for any reason, please feel free to 
do so quickly and quietly. But if you arrive late or have to leave class early, you must notify me or it will be 
considered an absence. 


Prompt attendance is required. It is very distracting to your classmates if you enter a movie screening late, so do 


your best to be on time to our class. Doing your best to maintain common courtesy will make the classroom and 
movie watching experience enjoyable for everyone. 
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| strive to be an open and non-judgmental person. If you are having any health or ongoing issues, please come talk 
with me and feel free to update me during the semester as needed. 


Required Reading / Viewing 
Canvas: Handouts, readings, detailed assignments, and schedule revisions will be posted on Canvas and emails will 
be sent from Canvas, so please be certain to check your temple.edu account and the course Canvas site frequently. 


Learning Environment 

It is important to foster a respectful and productive learning environment that includes all students in our diverse 
community of learners. Our differences, some of which are outlined in the University's nondiscrimination 
statement, will add richness to this learning experience. Therefore, all opinions and experiences, no matter how 
different or controversial they may be perceived, must be respected in the tolerant spirit of academic discourse. 


Treat your classmates and instructor with respect in all communication, class activities, and meetings. You are 
encouraged to comment, question, or critique an idea but you are not to attack an individual. Please consider that 
sarcasm, humor and slang can be misconstrued in online interactions and generate unintended disruptions. 
Profanity should be avoided as should the use of all capital letters when composing responses in discussion 
threads, which can be construed as “shouting” online. Remember to be careful with your own and others’ privacy. 
In general, have your behavior mirror how you would like to be treated by others. 


Technology Specifications 

Students will be expected to access and submit assignments through the canvas portion of our course online at TU 
Portal. Regular computer use is expected. 

All students are required to comply with Temple University’s Computer and Network Security Policies. Limited 
resources are available for students who do not have the technology they need for class. Students with educational 
technology needs, including no computer or camera or insufficient Wifi-access, should submit a Student 
Technology Assistance Application located in TUPortal and linked from the Dean of Students Support and Resources 
webpage. The university will endeavor to meet needs, such as with a long-term loan of a laptop or Wifi device, a 
refurbished computer, or subsidized internet access. The Affordable Connectivity Program is available to purchase 
discounted internet services and devices for qualified individuals. On-campus computer labs have resumed normal 
operations and are available for student use. Here is a list of all of these labs: https://its.temple.edu/computer-labs. 


Note that there are technology resources available for students, including laptop share and battery share. Some 
software that is available for free download on the ITS Academic Support page. Other specialty software may be 
available for remote access through ITS. 


Statement on recording and distribution of recordings of class sessions 

Students are not permitted to make any recordings of the class except in cases of an approved accommodation 
from the Office of Disability Resources (DRS) 

Any recordings permitted in this class can only be used for the student’s personal educational use. Students are not 
permitted to copy, publish, or redistribute audio or video recordings of any portion of the class session to 
individuals who are not students in the course or academic program without the express permission of the faculty 
member and of any students who are recorded. Distribution without permission may be a violation of educational 
privacy law, known as FERPA as well as certain copyright laws. Any recordings made by the instructor or university 
of this course are the property of Temple University. 


Statement on the Use of Generative Al in This Course 


The use of generative Al tools (such as ChatGPT, DALL-E, etc.) are not permitted in this class; therefore, any use of 
Al tools for work in this class may be considered a violation of Temple University’s Academic Honesty policy and 
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Student Conduct Code, since the work is not your own. The use of unauthorized Al tools will result in an automatic 
failure on the assignment and academic referral. 


Assignments and Grading 

POLICIES 

Assignments are posted on Canvas with guidelines and requirements within our Canvas site. The five screening 
assignments cover two movies at a time and will be available after the second film in a group. Papers are available 
on canvas for submission at midterm and end of semester. Actively participate in class by engaging with the film, 
taking notes during screenings, preparing assignments and contributing during in-class discussion. 


Late Work and Poor Participation: Late assignments will be graded down 10% per weekday up to 7 days. 
Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted. Don’t use your phone or computer during class, or 
have your head down/sleeping during screenings as it will negatively impact your participation grade. 


Attendance Policy: Each class will cover critical material and prompt attendance is required. Each student is 
allowed three absences and three late/missed attendance without penalty. On your fourth absence, your final 
grade drops 3% (a third of a letter grade) and for each subsequent absence your final grade will drop an additional 
3%. On your fourth late/missed attendance, your final grade drops 1% and for each subsequent late your final 
grade will drop an additional 1%. Leaving class early without notifying the instructor will be considered an absence. 
If you miss the attendance, it is your responsiblity to notify the instructor at the end of class so you will not be 
marked absent. Reasonable accommodations will be considered for exceptional circumstances; please discuss 
directly with Prof. Fernando. 


Participation Credit: Come to class a little bit early, have out a notebook/pen at the beginning. Put your phone on 
silent/do not disturb during class time. During the screening: Write a few notes down regarding important details, 
make sure to add a few notes/insights at the end of each class session. During class discussion, listen to your peers. 
And try to actively participate. If you are not often the “type” of person who speaks during class, use this course as 
an opportunity to get better at participating in class. We all benefit from your being in the class. Your classmates 
and | benefit the most when you are active in your attention during the screening and take an interest in the 
discussion. We cover a large variety of topics and films. You don’t need to be an expert but do try to be engaged. It 
is not necessary to “like” the film we watch. It’s not possible to show a course worth of content and expect 
students to like all the films. You may not like any of the films and that is okay. Instead, my expectation is that you 
will treat each film as a learning opportunity. Sometimes films are hard to understand or follow. Sometimes films 
challenge you to try harder to understand them. You will benefit from treating it like an exercise to grow. And if you 
enjoy the film then that’s an added bonus. 


Attendance and Your Health 

To achieve course learning goals, students must attend and participate in classes, according to the course 
requirements. However, if you have tested positive for or are experiencing symptoms of a contagious illness, you 
should not come to campus or attend in-person classes or activities. It is the student’s responsibility to contact me 
to create a plan for participation and engagement in the course as soon as you are able to do so, and to make a 
plan to complete all assignments in a timely fashion. 
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Grades and Grading Policies: Your final grade in this course is determined by your performance on in- and out-of- 
class assignments, projects, papers, and your participation and attendance. Points are assigned as follows: 


Attendance and Attendance and active participation is required 10% 
Participation 


5 Screening Due throughout semester - available after screenings 50% 
Responses Select screenings - online response to a question/prompt on Canvas 
Paper 1 Due 10/6 - Available after 9/30 20% 


Essay paper - two screening prompts on Canvas 


Paper 2 Due 12/9 - Available after 11/22 20% 
Essay Paper - two screening prompts on Canvas 


100 possible points 100% 


*Note: You many not use papers from other classes for credit in this class. 
Extra Credit: Pre-approved outside class activity (film, lecture, project) 2 extra points. 


Grading Scale and Standards of Evaluation: 

93-100 °“X” work is creative, insightful, and even inspiring, while satisfying the more basic 
requirements found in “C” and “B” work. A = 90 to 100 points 

°“B” work demonstrates a fuller understanding of the concepts and shows some above 
average creativity. B = 80 to 89 Points 

°“C” work fulfills the requirements of the assignment. C = 70 to 79 Points 

° C- or better required to fulfill GenEd area 

°“D” work is partially incomplete, incorrect, and/or demonstrates a_ significant 
misunderstanding of the concepts underlying the assignment. D = 62 to 69 Points 

63-66.49 °“E” work is incomplete, incoherent and/or plagiarized F = 62 to O Points 


Please note: this is a 3-credit course, meaning you should spend, on average, 6 hours each 
week working outside of class time. “A” work will reflect this time commitment. 


Course Calendar - Important Dates 

Monday, August 26th: Classes Begin 

Monday, September 2"¢: Labor Day, no classes held 

Monday, September 9th: Last day to drop or add 

Friday, October 11th: Fall Wellness Day, no classes held 

Monday - Wednesday, November 25th- 27th: Fall Break, no classes held 

Thursday — Sunday, November 28th —- December 2"4, Thanksgiving, no classes held 
Monday, December 9th: Last Day of Classes. Last day to withdraw 
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Course Calendar 


Week 


8/26, 8/29 
8/30 


9/2, 9/4 
9/6 


9/9, 9/11 
9/13 


9/16, 9/18 
9/20 


9/23, 9/25 
9/27 


9/30, 10/2 
10/4 


10/7, 10/9 
10/11 


10/14, 10/16 
10/18 


10/21,10/23 
10/25 


10/28, 10/30 
11/1 


11/4, 11/6 
11/8 


11/11, 11/13 
11/15 


11/18, 11/20 
11/22 


11/25-29 
12/2, 12/4 
12/6 

12/9 


Course Content 


Introductions - Syllabus, Screening: The Shining 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Labor Day - Monday Holiday. Possible Screening: Nobody’s Business 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: Nope 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: Chungking Express 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: Moonlight 
Screening reponse due on Canvas. Reminder Paper 1 due next week 


Screening: Polite Society 
Paper 1 Due 10/6 - See Canvas 


Screening: A Girl Walks Home Alone At Night 


Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas - No Class Friday:Fall Wellness Day 


Screening: Sorry to Bother You 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: The Host 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: Before Sunrise 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: District 9 
Screening reponse check due date/time on Canvas 


Screening: Pan’s Labyrinth 
Screening reponses check due dates/times on Canvas 


Screening: The Big Lebowski 
Screening reponses check due dates/times on Canvas. 


Fall Break, Thanksgiving Holiday Week 


Screening: Everything Everywhere All at Once 
Reminder Paper 2 due 12/9 


Paper 2 Due - See Canvas 
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Disability Statement 

Any student who has a need for accommodations based on the impact of a documented disability or medical 
condition should contact Disability Resources and Services (DRS) located in the Howard Gittis Student Center South, 
4th Floor at drs@temple.edu or 215-204-1280 to request accommodations and learn more about the resources 
available to you. If you have a DRS accommodation letter to share with me, or you would like to discuss your 
accommodations, please contact me as soon as practical. | will work with you and with DRS to coordinate 
reasonable accommodations for all students with documented disabilities. All discussions related to your 
accommodations will be confidential. 


Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities 

Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University has a policy on 
Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy #03.70.02) which can be accessed at 
policies.temple.edu 


Student Support Services 
The following academic support services are available to students: 


Student Success Center 


University Libraries 


Undergraduate Research Support 


Career Center 


Tuttleman Counseling Services 
Disability Resources and Services 


If you are experiencing food insecurity or financial struggles, Temple provides resources and support. Notably, the 
Temple University Cherry Pantry. There are also a variety of resources from the Division of Student Affairs. 


Syllabus Changes 
Check Canvas regularly for updates. The instructor may change the syllabus at any time and will provide the most 
updated version on the Canvas page of our course. 
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